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Summary
Surveyor & Chainman, circa 1870

Origin
“By invitation extended to a few practical surveyors of
the counties of Burlington and Camden, a meeting
was held at Mount Holly, N.J. on Tuesday the 15th of
December 1863,…it being suggested that a society
of practical surveyors be established.
.

Arcade Hotel – Washington and Main, Mount Holly, N.J.

Arcade Hotel, circa 1875

Origin
The meeting was adjourned and they met at English’s Hotel in
Camden City on January 2, 1864 at ten o’clock A.M. …
the committee appointed at the previous meeting, reported a
Constitution, and By-Laws…were adopted and a society
established with the title of…
“The Association of Practical Surveyors of West New Jersey”.

The West Jersey Hotel
• The West Jersey Hotel was built by the West Jersey Ferry
Company in 1849

• Leased to Israel English until 1866. *
• James Bodine then became the proprietor and remained as

such for three years, or until 1869, and since that time it has
been conducted by a Mr. Kirkbride, George Campbell, George
Cake, James Titus, and Captain John Mount.

• In 1883 it was leased to Stephen Parsons, the present proprietor
(1886).

• *Note – When the first “Proceedings” were published in 1867,
English was the proprietor which explains the reference to
“English’s Hotel” in the “Preliminary” section of the
Proceedings. Even though English wasn’t the proprietor in
1864 when the first meeting occurred.

Hotel History
West Jersey Hotel
1849-1909
Stephen Parsons
1884-1890
Camden Hotel
1909-1910s
Ridgeway Hotel
New Ridgeway Hotel
1910s-Late 1940s
The name was changed to
New Camden Hotel in 1909,
and not long afterwards the
name was again changed, this
time to the Hotel Ridgway and
passed to the management of
the company operating the
Ridgeway House at the foot of
Market Street, Philadelphia.

Hotel History
The Hotel Ridgway was still
in business into as late as
October of 1953. The
discontinuation of ferry
service between Philadelphia
and Camden doomed the old
hotel, and it was demolished
not long after it closed.

The West Jersey Hotel
Hotel Location Today

Survey Plan of Hotel (1914)

Other Meeting Places
• Davis’ Hotel – Bridgeton (Home of John
Moore White (1791), later the Davis Hotel, corner
of Commerce & Laurel Streets.)

• Hotel of Samuel Archer – Camden City
(The “Coopers Point Hotel” or “Archers Hotel”
which stood on State Street near Delaware Avenue
was built by Samuel Cooper in 1770 and was the
second ferry house erected at Cooper’s Point. It was
torn down in 1896.)

• Arcade Hotel – Mount Holly
• Grand Jury Room - Woodbury Courthouse
• Court House - Mays Landing

• Willis’ Hotel – Woodbury
• Paul’s Hotel - Woodbury

Origin
• 1864 TO ?
• (William Parry, President 1864 - 1880? )
• (Proceedings published in 1867, 1869, 1870 and 1880)
• A link to the 1869 issue can be found on the
SAWJ website.

• Met twice a year in January and August.
• 31 members in the 1867 edition and 72 members in
the 1880 edition.

• Many members were esquires, a couple were
professors.

Purpose of the Association
Viewing the surveying, laying out and dividing of land, the settlement
of boundaries and monuments, and the conveyancing, transferring and
assigning of real estate in a proper and legal manner, as giving stability
and value to property, in the doing of which Practical Surveyors largely
participate; and, believing that a means of discussion and interchange of
opinions among this class of men would lead to good results; we, the
undersigned, do hereby form and establish a society, to be called
“The Association of Practical Surveyors of West New Jersey”.

That the objects and purposes of the Association are to discuss all
matters pertaining to practical surveying and conveyancing; to
exchange and compare sentiments and opinions that may advance
and develop the science, and adopt such measures, rules and
regulations as will secure these advantages to the Association.

Association Activities
• Read papers on early settlements of towns,
family genealogies and other topics.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recorded Surveyors Marks

Set Industry Rates
Recorded Compass Needle Variations
Acknowledged deceased members.
Paid annual dues (fifty cents).

Monitored legislation.
Issued Certificates of Membership

Papers Read
• “True Meridian Lines” by Professor George H.

• “Early Settlements of Burlington City”, by

• “Variation of the Compass Needle” by Belford M.

• “Early Settlements of Cinnaminson Township”,

• “Establishing Title to Land”, Samuel P. Chew,

• “Observations on the Effect of the Aurora

Cook, February 8, 1864

Bonham, August 9, 1864

August 9, 1865

• “Computation of Time and Changes of the
Calendar”, by John Clement, January 2, 1866

• “Early Settlements of West New Jersey”, by John
Clement, January 1, 1867

• “Early Settlers and Settlements of Burlington
County”, Franklin W. Earl, August 13, 1867

Charles Stokes, August 11, 1867

by William Parry, January 5, 1869

Borealis upon the Magnetic Needle”, William
Haines, January 4, 1870

• “Early Settlements in Springfield Township”,
Barclay White, January 4, 1870

• “Chain of Title, from the British Crown to the
Present Times”, William Haines, August 9, 1870.

• “Proper Length and Manner of Using a

Surveyor’s Chain”, James Lippincott, January 3,
1871.

• “History of Squankum (now Williamstown)”, by
John F. Bodine, August 13, 1878.

Recorded Surveyor’s Marks
Association By-Laws Article VIII
That each surveyor be requested to record his “mark” to
the Association, and that the same be recorded; and that
the marks of ancient surveyors be procured and recorded.

Set Industry Rates

“True Meridian Law of 1863”

Hunterdon County Pillar,
Flemington, NJ

At the first meeting on January 18th, 1864,
the Association resolved, that the discussion
before the next stated meeting be the “The
variation of the Needle”,
The question of the “True Meridian” be
canvassed and resolved that William Parry,
Esq. be a committee to examine the law
now before the Legislature of New Jersey to
establish the same, and if by him deemed
expedient, to call a special meeting of the
Association to obtain the opinion of the
same thereon.
See 2009 SAWJ presentation by Jesse Kozlowski, PLS
http://www.sawj.org/files/drupal4/mount_holly_meridian_pillars.pdf

Compass

Original Members

Members as of 1867

Selected Members
•
•
•
•
•
•

William Parry (age 47)
John Clement (age 46)

William Haines (age 54)
William R. Braddock (age 65)
Clayton Lippincott (age 54)

•
•
•
•
•

Barclay White (age 43)
Belford M. Bonham (age 54)

Henry J. Irick (age 31)
George R. Morrison (age 33)
John F. Bodine (age 43)

Samuel P. Chew ( age 48)
*Ages shown above are approximate at the time of the formation of the Association in 1864

Honorable William Parry, Esq.
Born Oct. 9, 1817, Died Feb. 28, 1888

• President - The Association of Practical Surveyors of West
New Jersey, 1864 – 1880

• Judge in the Court of Common Pleas
• Horticulturist (Founded the Pomona Nurseries)

• Founding member of the U.S. Republican Party
• He was well acquainted with Abraham Lincoln, the first
Republican President

• Grandfather of suffragist and women’s rights activist Alice Paul
William Parry

Honorable William Parry, Esq.
Born Oct. 9, 1817, Died Feb. 28, 1888

• Elected to the NJ legislature in 1854
• Manager in the New Jersey Geological Survey
• President of the Westfield-Camden Turnpike
Company

• He saw the advantages of railroads and used
his influence to remove legal restraints against
building railroads in New Jersey.

• President of the State Board of Visitors to
Rutgers Scientific College

• He located and superintended the construction
or improvement of over thirty different
turnpike roads.

William Parry
William Parry Residence - 1800s

Parry Residence - Today

Parry’s Pomona Nurseries

William Parry (Farmer)
July 3, 1869 HARPER'S WEEKLY Journal (New
York).
Featured in this issue is a FULL PAGE wood
engraved view "STRAWBERRY CULTURE, NEW
JERSEY-PICKERS IN THE FIELD" (farm of
William Parry, Cinnaminson Twp, Burlington County,
NJ).
The accompanying article "STRAWBERRY
CULTURE IN NEW JERSEY" reads,
"The scene shown is upon the fruit-farm of Friend
William Parry, located in the Township of
Cinnaminson, Burlington County, New Jersey. It is
said to be, and probably is, the most complete farm of
this kind in the State. Mr. Parry has fifty acres in
blackberries, fifty in raspberries, and a large number in
strawberries...".

William Parry
William Parry’s Grave

Westfield Friends Burial Ground

Honorable John Clement, Esq.
(Nov. 8, 1818-August 15, 1894) Haddonfield
• Judge, Genealogist, President of New

Jersey Historical Society, Member of
Council of Proprietors, Secretary of SAWJ.

• Wrote “Revolutionary Reminiscenses of
Camden County, New Jersey”

• Wrote ”Sketches of the First Emigrant

Settlers of Newton Township, Old
Gloucester County, West New Jersey” 442
pages

• Wrote “History of Fenwick’s Colony”
• Father was a
surveyor/conveyancer/military man

• “As a historian and in the field of literature,
Judge Clement is an unquestioned
authority.”

John Clement, 1850 Census

Honorable John Clement, Esq.
(Nov. 8, 1818-August 15, 1894) Haddonfield
• In 1885 he was elected President of the

Council of Proprietors of West New Jersey

• Judge of several courts of Camden County
• In 1877, was selected as one of the
Commissioners to examine the prison
system in New Jersey

• In 1885, he settled a disputed boundary line
between Burlington and Atlantic (old
Gloucester) counties

Photo of Judge Clement from
“The History of Camden County” 1886

William Haines
Born March 8, 1810, Died April 23, 1876 (Gloucester County)
• Was born in an "old log house" situate in the township hereinafter named
(East Greenwich?), on the 8th day of 3rd month (March,) A.D. 1810.

• For about forty years he was known as one of the truest and most reliable of

practical surveyors of West New Jersey, of which organization he was one of
our first members, and so remained ever true, and willing at all times to give
counsel

• He wrote a paper the laying out of nearly all of the public roads in the

township of Mantua, giving their date and general events, as well setting forth
the names and owners along each highway.

• At an early day he was a teacher at Swedesboro, Battintown, Eldridge Hill, and
Upper Greenwich.

• At the age of nineteen he fitted himself for surveying and conveyancing, and
established a lucrative business. He frequently engaged in the settlement of
estates and served as the guardian of important trusts.

• His judgement was sound, his mind logical, and his abilities exceptional. His

business relations were marked by the strictest integrity and exactness. one of
the first members of the "Association of Practical Surveyors of West Jersey."

William Haines
Born March 8, 1810, Died April 23, 1876 (Gloucester County)

• He was, in religion, a member of the Society of Friends, and

connected with the Upper Greenwich Meeting, of which he was a
minister.

• In politics he was a Whig, and joined the ranks of the Republican
party on its organization.

• He was a member of the Board of Freeholders.
• After his marriage he purchased "Cedar Lawn Farm," (later the

residence of his son Job S.) and continued both professional and
farming employments

• He died at his residence "Cedar Lawn Farm," where he had lived for

more than forty-one years (which he purchased after his marriage);
on the 23d day of 4th month, (April,) A.D. 1876, near Upper
Greenwich, in the township of Mantua, County of Gloucester, State
of New Jersey, where the mound over his honored remains of all
that is mortal marks the sacred spot we will long in memory cherish.

The Upper Greenwich Meeting
Kings Highway (County Road 551), Mickleton

William Rogers Braddock
Born Nov. 5, 1799, Died Aug.4, 1879

• Twice elected a member of the New Jersey Legislature
• In 1850 he successfully cultivated the first cranberry
plantation in West Jersey

• He was a Justice for about 30 years in Medford
• William was a self-taught man and succeeded well in gaining
knowledge - especially useful knowledge.

• He mastered surveying by private study when eighteen years
of age, and in a few years was the principal and at one time
the only surveyor of South Jersey.

• He was elected to the Legislature in 1848
• “was a powerful man physically, story after story is related to

his prowess in keeping the peace in the olden time” (he was6’
2” and 270lbs.)

• In the 1860s he established a sawmill capable of cutting large

timbers. Charcoal used at the old Philadelphia Mint was made
from oaks cut down in the Braddock’s Mill area.

Braddock – 1870 Census

Clayton Lippincott
Born Jan. 19, 1810, Died Dec. 26, 1891

• President of West Jersey Fruit Growers
Association (William Parry was
Corresponding Secretary)

• Circuit Judge (as per 1870 Census)

• Master in Chancery (an officer of a court
of equity appointed to assist the court
(as by finding the facts in a contested
case or by executing a conveyance or
transfer of property owned by a
defendant who has refused to convey or
transfer under the decree of the court)

Clayton Lippincott Gravestone
Westfield Friends Burial Grounds, Cinnaminson

Barclay White
Born April 4, 1821, Died Nov. 23, 1906

• Born of Quaker parentage, Market St. Philadelphia
• He was sixth in descent from Christopher White, who came to this

country from London in the ship Kent arriving at Salem, NJ June 23,
1677.

• Orphaned at age 6, he was educated at Westtown School and Smith’s
Academy

• A published authority on the history of West Jersey
• He was a man of vigorous intellect, systematic and painstaking in all
that he did. His neighbors habitually consulted him about their
affairs and received from him valuable counsel.

• Accomplished and pioneering cranberry farmer, first in New Jersey
to plant cranberry bushes for commercial harvest

• Later part of his life was spent in his home in Mount Holly, NJ in
historical and genealogical research

• Interred at Arney’s Mount Friends Meetinghouse Burial Ground,
Springfield Township, NJ

Gravestone at Arney’s Mount, Springfield

Barclay White
Born April 4, 1821, Died Nov. 23, 1906

• In 1871 he succeeded Samuel Janney as

Superintendent of Indian Affairs during Grant’s
Presidency and resided in Omaha, Nebraska until
1877.

• Appointed in 1878 as Special Indian Agent

representing Seven Yearly Meetings of the Society
of Friends on Indian Affairs.

• Made tours of inspection of various Indian
reservations and reporting on them to the
Convention of Delegates of the 7YMs.

• After 1878 he returned to Mount Holly where he

opened an office and gradually built up a business in
conveyancing, insurance and real estate.
1886 Report

Belford M. Bonham
Born 1810, Died May 8, 1881
• “Belford M. Bonham has a mathematical talent of a superior
order. He commenced as a public surveyor early in life; his
surveying has been very extensive, not only in his native county,
but also in Salem; and has frequently been called on in difficult
cases in other sections of the State, the public having confidence
in his accuracy, particularly so in running ancient lines, he having
in his possession most of the surveys of the renowned Elnathan
Davis, that alone giving him a great advantage in his line of
business”.

• Was “one of the most correct surveyors in this part of the State”
• Second in line of surveyors who disposed of lands for William
Penn lying in Fenwick’s tenth. The first being the team of James
Nevell and Richard Tindall. The third being Benjamin Acton, Jr.
of Salem.

• Author of “The West Jersey Almanac for the Year 1865”

•

Buried at Shiloh Seventh Day Baptist Church
Cemetery, Shiloh, Cumberland County, NJ

Samuel P. Chew
Born Aug. 19, 1816, Died Oct. 13, 1875
• Born in Gloucestershire, England
• He was well educated. He studied law, but
decided to become a surveyor.

• “He was careful and methodical”.
• At one time he was the township collector.
• Was a squire of Chews Landing, acquired
much property there and elsewhere.

• He made a map of the Christopher Sickler

farm as of 1858, showing the road on “the
old mill dam” up to the creek

• Because of his poor health his surveying

work was confined to the area near his
home. His delicate constitution predisposed
him to “consumption” (tuberculosis) that
ultimately took his life.

Samuel P. Chew Gravestone
St. Johns Episcopal Churchyard, Blackwood

Henry J. Irick
Born March 13, 1833, Died Jan. 5, 1919

• Son of Civil War Militia General John Stockton Irick
• In 1863 he was elected to the House of Assembly from
Burlington County.

• In 1870 elected to the Senate and served a term of three years.
• When his senatorial term closed he moved upon the old
homestead, farmed its broad acres and continued his profession
as a land surveyor.

St. Andrews Graveyard Mount Holly, NJ

• He was connected to the Great Interstate Fair Association and
the Mount Holly Agricultural Fair.

• He presided over many grand juries and political conventions.

Irick Residence, Retreat Rd, Southampton

George R. Morrison
(Born Jun. 23, 1831, Died May 18, 1897)

• In early life he “manifested a
mathematical turn of mind, which he
inherited from his grandfather”

• “Does an extensive business in
surveying”

• 1870 Census lists him as retired dry
goods grocer (age 39), 1850 lists his
occupation as “storekeeper”, age 19

• Buried at East View Cemetery, Salem, NJ

1870 Census

John Forman Bodine
Born Oct. 27, 1821, Died Nov. 23, 1883

•
•

Born in Tuckerton, Burlington County

•

He had a common-school education but was
of a “studious mind”, and by “well-selected
reading became well educated”

•

In the 1850s served as Township
Superintendent of Public Schools

•

Elected to assembly of Camden County in
1864

•

He was elected to the house of assembly in
1865 from the third district of Camden

•

Appointed Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas of Gloucester County in 1873 and
served a term of five years

•

State Senator from Gloucester County in 1874

When “quite young he worked in a glass
factory and chopped wood in forests until he
was indentured to learn glass-blowing” in
Millville

Buried in Williamstown Methodist Cemetery

Other Interesting Meeting Notes
•

January 5, 1875, Clayton Lippincott, treasurer reported a balance due him of
$5.33.

•

The 1880 edition of the proceedings contained an appendix with a paper by Leah
Blackman on the History of Little Egg harbor Township.

•

At the August 9, 1864 meeting, Mr. Bonham made a motion to have the
proceedings of each meeting published in the newspapers of each county.

•

At the February 12, 1866 meeting, a committee was formed to draft a law for the
purpose of settling disputed lines and boundaries by arbitration, the law did not
pass the New Jersey Legislature.

•

At the January 5, 1869 meeting, the secretary was ordered to have all papers read
before the Society, to this date, as well as the proceedings of the same printed in
pamphlet form ready for distribution at the next meeting. (previous meeting noted
200 pamphlets to be distributed to the members)

•

At the January 5, 1869 meeting, it was deemed “expedient” that the Society should
have some place suitable for their meetings, where papers of the Association and
all matters of historical interest might be received and safely kept. (the committee
that was formed reported on August 10, 1869 that they procured a suitable room
for the meetings.)

•

At the January 2, 1872 meeting, George Hancock suggested that surveyors provide
themselves with an iron stamp, upon which should be the initial letters of such
surveyor’s name to be stamped in the blazes made on the trees in running lines.

Other Interesting Meeting Notes
•

According to By-Law IX, a committee would assess potential new members and their instruments to determine if they should be
elected into the Association.

•

At the January 6, 1874 meeting, they discussed the decisions of the courts of New Jersey, regarding the rights of riparian owners
extending only to high water mark on tide water streams, and the duties of surveyors in the measurement of land touching the same.
After interesting conversation, it was considered best to take distances to low water mark, always noting the high water mark and
separately calculating the quantity of land between such points.

•

At the August 10, 1875 meeting, an interesting discussion was had upon the importance of collecting and preserving old
memoranda, deeds, wills and any matter relating to family descent, to facilitate the making up of titles to land, and other things
connected with the business of a surveyor and conveyancer.

•

No officers were present because of a snow storm during the January 2, 1877 meeting. Other members did attend but there was no
quorum. “Throughout New Jersey the storm was the severest known since 1859. Snow fell to the depth of a foot on a level”

•

At the August 12, 1879 meeting it was requested that living members prepare “a sketch of the life and character of recently deceased
members John C. Smallwood, William R. Braddock, Samuel P. Chew and William Haines.

•

In the January 6, 1880 meeting, it was ordered that the proceedings printed in 1874, be re-printed with the MSS. Now prepared.
The edition to be three hundred copies in paper covers. The obituary notices of the four deceased members were read and ordered
to be filed for publication.

•

August 10, 1880, (the last meeting?) resolved that the President and Secretary of the Society sign certificates of membership to the
President and Committee on Certificates: and further resolved that the President and Secretary issue certificates to the members
when examined by the committee and reported favorable upon.

The Association of Practical Surveyors of
West New Jersey
• What we learned:
• They were Lawyers, Quakers, Republicans, Mathematicians, Historians, Genealogists,
Farmers and Businessmen.

• They met in many places throughout West Jersey.
• They were more than just Surveyors.
• They were well respected members of their communities.

• They created the foundation for what we have today.

“…astride the shoulders of giants…”
The wisest of the philosophers asked:
"We admit that our predecessors were wiser than we. At the same time we criticize their
comments, often rejecting them and claiming that the truth rests with us. How is this possible?"
The wise philosopher responded:
"Who sees further a dwarf or a giant? Surely a giant for his eyes are situated at a higher level
than those of the dwarf. But if the dwarf is placed on the shoulders of the giant who sees further?
... So too we are dwarfs astride the shoulders of giants. We master their wisdom and move
beyond it. Due to their wisdom we grow wise and are able to say all that we say, but not because we
are greater than they”.

Surveyors Association of West New Jersey
• The End?
• Next - Historical Excerpts & Biographies (Part II) 1973 –
1979 (The Modern Era)

